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Economic Development Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

January11, 2018 

Present: 

Stephen P. Costello 

William Plasko, 

Alan Slater 

Scott Murphy 

Thomas Wynne 

 

Other Attendees:  
Paul Halkiotis, Planning & Economic Development Director 

Patrick Deschenes, Assistant Town Planner 

 

The focus of the meeting was to prepare for the upcoming visit with Secretary of Housing & 

Economic Development, Jay Ash. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis addressed the grant funding for the Community Compact program. The 

intention was to have a regional assessment with the neighboring Towns of Dedham and 

Westwood. Not a pure self-assessment. 

 

Mr. Costello is not opposed to the idea of having a new Norwood self-assessment done as the 

old one is over ten years old. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis discussed work done so far for the Site Readiness Grant. A meeting was held 

with Cheryl Doyle to gather further insight to Vanderbilt Park conditions and a tour with 

consultant, April Anderson and MassDevelopment representatives was held to show them 

Vanderbilt Park. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis also noted that the DPW had some cost estimates from 2013 for improving the 

general infrastructure of the Park. 

 

Mr. Costello addressed the status of Vanderbilt Park. Movement and flow is a real concern 

especially parking. He also wanted to know if the Town had the best available utilities out 

there in terms electric and internet. 

 

Mr. Slater stated a goal could be to move utilities underground. 
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Mr. Costello also discussed Vanderbilt Park’s need for unity and to adapt to meet market 

demands. He said pharmaceuticals are expanding in the area, such as, Corbus pharmaceuticals 

and that they look for amenities. We should highlight that the Park is moving from Industrial 

to Business but not ignoring the Industrial that is still there. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis moved the conversation to what the Committee should do with Secretary Ash 

for his visit on 1/25/18. He suggested highlighting some of the businesses in the Park such as 

Castle Island Brewing, Home Market Food, Corbus Pharmaceuticals, and GZA Engineering. 

If possible it would be a good idea to conduct a meeting at one of these establishments to have 

a discussion with the Secretary about issues in the Park and what Norwood has to offer the 

business community. 

 

Mr. Costello suggested having a fact sheet about the Norwood and the Park itself, plan up to 

two visits, and if possible a tour of the Park. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis indicated that he would run by setting up the meeting with consultant April 

Anderson. 

 

Mr. Costello suggested having the group meeting  with Secretary Ash small in size, but to also 

inform the State Senator and State Representative just to let them know and to inform the 

press. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis stated that after April has reviewed the plan he will inform the Committee of the 

itinerary. 

 

MOTION to adjourn by Mr. Costello, seconded by Mr. Slater.      

 

 


